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Over the weekend, two high-pro�le, hate-motivated mass shootings—one in Bu�alo, New York, and one in

Laguna Woods, California—have again turned national attention toward race-related gun violence. In California,

which has some of the strictest gun laws in the country, there is a mass shooting nearly every week. Reducing

the prevalence of mass shootings remains a persistent challenge for the state and the nation.

Mass shootings are typically de�ned as incidents of gun violence that injure or kill four or more people.

According to data from the Gun Violence Archive, California experienced an average of 44 mass shootings per

year between 2013 and 2021. That translates to one mass shooting every 8.3 days.

Mass shootings make up about 3% of all California

homicides. Mass shooters killed an average of 49

people and injured 167 others in each of the last

eight years. By comparison, more than 2,000

homicides occurred statewide in 2020.

While homicides have increased during the

pandemic, mass shootings have remained stable

since 2013, with some seasonal and annual

�uctuations. California has experienced a mass

shooting every seven to ten days each year. So far

in 2022, the state has averaged one mass shooting

every week.

Some incidents are deadlier than others, but about one person dies and four others are injured every time a

mass shooting occurs—in California and nationally. Mass shooting data are not systematically recorded, so basic

victim characteristics are often unknown. Of those killed or injured in mass shootings in California, 56% were

male, 18% were female, and the gender of 26% is unknown.

Compared to citizens of other states, Californians are about 25% less likely to die in mass shootings. Between

2019 and 2021, the state’s annual mass shooting homicide rate of 1.4 per one million people was lower than the

national average of 1.9.

Mass shooters are overwhelming male. Of more than 400 mass shooting incidents that occurred in California

between January 1, 2013, and May 15, 2022, females were implicated in just 10. Interpersonal con�icts, workplace

disputes, and turbulent romantic relationships preceded most mass shooting incidents. However, racist and hate

related incidents—like those in Bu�alo and Laguna Woods—have been rising since 2015. About one in �ve mass

shootings is hate related.

Preventing mass shootings presents major challenges. Proposed strategies include tighter gun restrictions and

targeted interventions for would-be shooters. It is not clear the extent to which either strategy would reduce the

prevalence of mass shootings. California already has some of the toughest gun laws in the country, and two-

thirds of Californians support stricter regulations, which legislators are currently considering.

It is especially di�cult to identify those contemplating mass attacks and intervene appropriately. Nearly one in

�ve mass shooters exhibited no outward signs of crisis before they acted. Still, that means four in �ve did send

signals, such as agitation, abusive behavior, and depression. Improving community resources to address the

economic, social, and emotional stressors that often underlie these behaviors could help the few people in

distress who might resort to gun violence—and the many who do not.

https://www.gunviolencearchive.org/
https://www.ppic.org/blog/two-years-of-wide-variation-in-crime-trends/
https://www.theviolenceproject.org/mass-shooter-database-3/key-findings/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/1745-9133.12484
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/270480045_Mass_Shootings_in_America_Moving_Beyond_Newtown
https://calmatters.org/commentary/2022/04/california-gun-laws/
https://www.ppic.org/blog/californians-continue-to-favor-stricter-gun-laws/
https://www.theviolenceproject.org/mass-shooter-database-3/key-findings/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12552-021-09350-3


https://www.ppic.org/blog/mass-shootings-in-california/ 3/3

TOPICS

crime Criminal Justice gun laws

guns Political Landscape

https://www.ppic.org/tag/crime/
https://www.ppic.org/topic/criminal-justice/
https://www.ppic.org/tag/gun-laws/
https://www.ppic.org/tag/guns/
https://www.ppic.org/topic/political-landscape/

